GENEVA, FEBRUARY 11, 2009. PIR PRESS - "We will sesignificant positive changes in the
relations between Russia and the West in generalna Russia and
the U.S. in particular in 2009. There are at leastwo reasons for
some optimism. First, economic crisis will force Rssia to rethink
many of its’ assertive policies. Second reason ftie optimism is the
change of the U.S. administration and the expectatn in Moscow
that this will open up new opportunities in the bikteral relations" —
Dr. Igor Zevelev, Director, Moscow Office, MacArthur Foundation.

On February 11, 2009 ti@entre russe d'études politiqgues (CREP) and
the Trialogue Club Internationakld a joint roundtable discussion in Geneva. fbpec of the event was
"Russia’s Foreign Policy Menu for 2009: Europeabl& Vectors'

In the course of the debate, the speakers andipariis shared their views on the actions thatiRuss
should take in the post-crisis world, the futurdéhaf arms control and disarmament issues in thei&us
relations with Europe and the United States andrtbasures to be taken to build trust and confidence
globally.

Dr. Zevelevfocused his presentation on the future of the RudsS. relations in 2009. He suggested that

the changes in Russian and American foreign pgliograms can be expected. That would lead to a

better understanding in three areas: missile defé&TO enlargement and arms control. However he
does not envisage any changes in the foreign pgbeys of both
countries.

The future of the relations between Russia and figuveas covered in

the presentation @r. PavelBaev, Head of the Program in the Peace

Research Institute (PRIO) in Oslaccording to DrBaev. “Gas is the

central issue in Russia-European relations”. Thescleads to

protectionism and “deunionization” in Europe, dnigithe European

countries apart. Russia is set on exploiting tleetfzat it is becoming
harder for Europe to develop a common platform.

The third presentation was devoted to the Russidioypn the
Middle East. Mr. Konstantiiggert, Editor-in-Chief of the Moscow &
Bureau of the BBC Russian Service noted that “Ruisséxpected to
maintain its traditional links with the Middle E&States”. The issue @
of the nuclear armed Iran will stay in the areshef biggest
disagreements between Moscow and Washington, asittear Iran
not seen as a big threat to Russicg

The roundtable was attended by CREP members aitddryuests,

including permanent representatives to the Unitatiods and

international organizations in Geneva Amb. Dayaypatilleka (Sri

Lanka), Johanndsandman (the Netherlands), representatives of the

private sector Mr. Bernar8chiesgCEO of the Rosbank), Mr. Aymar

Durant de Saint Andre (Financial consultant), diplomats from
Belarus, Finland, India, and Russia, and other gspe

More information on individual and corporate mengbgp of CREP can be obtained by visitimp://www.crep.ch
and by contacting us in Geneva at +41 (79) 736-203% emailinfo@crep.ch



